Assistant Director for Collection & Dissemination 
THRU sAssistant Director for Operations t» P ^y 1 
Chief, Foreign Documents Division, 00 8 


27 July 1951 


Japanese Foreign Office Documents 


REFERENCE I a. 


Memorandum for Director of Intelligence, OS USA, fro® A P/O CD, 
dated it August 19U9, subjects "Return to Japanese Government 
TVieuments Captured in Japan". 


1. Attached message from CINCFE, number C 67380, dated 20 Juiy 1951, 
r«mieBts advice on return of documents confiscated from the Japanese Foreign 
5? iee Archives by Washington Document Center (Adv) in February 19U6 to the 
Japanese Government* 

2 An Identical request was contained in CINCFE message, number Z 
UiOll dated 27 June 1 9k9, to which the Assistant Director for Collection 

.ddrMrt to th. Dlr.otor of Xnt.1- 

ligence, GSUSA, on U August 19U9 (ref. a. above). 

3. This office is of the opinion that reference a. adequately answers 
the request of CINCFE contained in the attached message. 


J. J. BAQHALL 

Disti 

original and 1 to addressee 

2 to ad/oo * r 
1 to Chief, FDD/00 5 


\ 

Army and State Department review(s) completed. 


, Nazi/Japanese War Crimes Task Force review completed 
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4 August 1949 


nafiDKMiDQH for* 
SGBJJfiCTt 


DIRECTOR OF limLIGESGB, GSBSA 

Return to Japanese Government of documents 
captured In Japan 


REFfHiilCEt CINCFE TOKIO JAPAH incoming message U « 35898 
dated 2? June to DEFT OF AMI, Actions ID(CIA) 


1. All but a Tory few of the document® referred to in subject 
message have been transferred by this Agency to custody of the Library 
of Congress or of tbs Hational Archive® in accordance with Executive 
Order 9784 dried 25 September 1946 and Federal. Lew 44 DSSA 366. 

2* General Counsel of this Agency has slated the opinion that 
the question of ultimate disposition of the document® is one solely 
within the competence of tlx* Archivist. 


Jam IS I. AiffiRHS 
Assistant Director 

Office of Collection and Dissemination 


QCDtJMA/fjc 

cci General Counsel 
FDB via 00 V'""' 
CIA Archivist 
Liaison Branch 


o o * / 


£> r 

* 

y u. *' ^ i i 'Ltsxj 

J /* < h‘ 


xl) /$ iTV^y 
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TATES GOVERNMENT 


UNIT 


TO : Deputy Assistant Director for Operations DATE: 15 July 1949 

from i Acting Chief, FDB 

SUBJECT: Request for Return of Japanese Documents 


1* Reference is made to attaohed incoming unclassified message 
No. Z 14933 from CINCFE, Tokyo, 

2. Investigation by this office reveals that approximately 95 
percent of the items referred to have been forwarded to the Library 
of Congress, and a small percentage have been forwarded to the 
National Archives. The few remaining documents are still in FDB. 
Disposition of these documents was made in accord with Executive 
Order 9784 dated 25 September 1946 and Federal Law 44 USCA 366. 

3. These Japanese documents are not jointly owned but are 
exclusively the property of the US Government* SANACC 400 (Release 
of Information from Captured Enemy Documents) is not applicable in 
this case. 

4. At one time General Hildring’s office of the State Department, 
whioh was concerned with Occupied Areas, contacted us relative to the 
question of the return of these documents* However, as far as we 
know, no aotion was taken by his office nor has any applicable State 
Department paper been written on this matter. 


Enclt Copy of Incoming Unclassi- 
fied Message Z 14933. 



25X1 



00 1/- Carbon of 

oad/oo to 

forwarded 


this memo, orig. buckslip 5 July h9 from 

FDB, and of Unclassified Message; No. Zllj.9 33 , 

to OOD^on 21 July h9 per attached copy of bu ckslip, 9 

ACG 


ftiNFi; 
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FORM NO. 
AUG 1 948 


35. 5 


INCOMING UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

PLAIN TEXT 


Page No. 


From: 

To: 


OSfMGFE TOKYO JAPAN 
DEPT OF THE ARMY 


Action: OO/FDB (1 ) 


Information^ 



ROUTINE 

27 JUNE )_j.9 
IN Y /55898 


NR; Z lli .933 

FROM; CINFE TOKYO JAPAN 
TO; DEPT OF ARMY PASS TO CIA 
INFO; CSGID 


REQUEST FROM FOREIGN OFFICE, JAPANESE GOVERNMENT FOR RETURN OF 
DOCUMENTS CONFISCATED BY WASHINGTON DOCUMENTS CENTER ADVANCE IN 
FEBRUARY 1946 RECENTLY RECEIVED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS „ REQUESTED 
DOCUMENTS LISTED ON SHIPPING ADVICES IRO 3 O, 1 3039 AND RETURNED 
DOCUMENTS LISTS NUMBERS 1 , 5, 6, 8 f 10, 11, ,49,10,52, 55, 5 k , 6l, 62 

60, 72, 78, 79 , 80, 90 WITH EXCEPTION OF i|.06 DOCUMENTS STILL IN THIS 
THEATER, WERE EVACUATED TO WASHINGTON DOCUMENT CENTER CIA, 


REQUEST COMMENTS REGARDING RETURN TO 
REQUESTED DOCUMENTS HELD LOCALLY AND P033IB! 
ORIGINALS OR COPIES OF DOCUMENTS NOW IN CIA 


JAPANESE GOVERNMENT OF 
LI TV OF OBTAINING RETURN OF 
FILES, 


ACTIONS ID(CIA) 

MC-IN 5U67I4. (2 7 JUNE I 4 . 9 ) DTG 2 707292 

1?52Z ^ pp JUW d ^ 

Release p^4^/|m CI/fjF^^Tp0706R0002000^0039-4 
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jo moe&ber 1947 


son m euinr, smoion of zm *&xmu ftomwswi 

Oi §S&11 

4 feyiujos© itocuaents 

Kefereacwi Memorandum from toe fiepurtmoat of dtote* dated 

X2 Becemter 1947* eutyeet. «» above, (ytoMMGjU 


1. tim Foreign Documents Branch, shied sssuasd tw reeponsl&iii- 
tie# of the Washington Documents C&ater la Decenfeer i94b, to* etotoefi 
tto WC files for toe material requested by the Hettorl&ads GoTeruaejit, 
According to toe records, almost ell of toe doouaeoti received fro® toe 
former Ee&dqu&rters liUliC at dingiipoc© ®er# forsurdcd to toe pacific 
Military totoliigenee ftesearod section at C&rnp Mtchie* liarylhad. This 
section* tooeu m iiCstldb* s&a ©iterated under the direction of toe In- 
telligence Division, Bar ltep*r toent General Staff, ix&axajatios of 
available FMkfi® records Indio* tee ttofc op^roai^otelj' ninety-five per- 
cent (95$-) of Sto tic docuaeuts were destroyed by Fitoito, 

2, If toe Department of State taiafcs it desirable* Foreign Docu- 
ments Branch could unosrtoko a surrey is detexsin# whether any of toe 
documents in question* which are not definitely identified m having 'been 
destroyed by isSMIMt, are currently available is. toe Smshington area* 

A seared for specific hMTICS numbered docusmt® aos desired by toe Setoer- 
jUuads Government could perhaps to undertaken on to# tosto of to# lists 
aeationed in reference (a) as having toes compiled in Batavia* If any 
such documents were a»eov#re&, your office aouit to notified* and arrange- 
ments could to made to Gave to# documents transferred* at provides, by 
toecutive Order 9748* either to toe Department of State or to toe National 
Archive# as preferred* fleas for toe transfer of all remaining OMtlC and 
AfXB documents from foreign Documents Branch to toe S&tional Archives are 
alrefcoy unaer consideration, end to® represeatotive of to* ftetoerlrntm* 
Qoveimeat institute of i&r JX>eusa*nte.tioa could ioubtiesa inspect them 
toere after toe transfer is effected. It ie contrary to GJU policy to 
perssit foreign nationals to have direct access to tie bu listings and files. 

3* It should be noted tout large quantities of documents concerning 
toe Setoerlande last Indies lave bean received directly from lepsa. These 
are at present being screened by toe Foreign Documents Brunch for intelli- 
gence purposes. Those not retained for toe needs of this office are for- 
warded to toe library of Congress or toe Satinet L archives #e appropriate* 
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It is doubtful, feowerer, test sway of tees® docaaeKts were srlgisiilly col- 
lected in the tteteerlsads £eet ladies, sine® teey ere written in Japanese* 

4 , item tee State Bepart&eat or it# mpreseatetlv'e is i«#terda® 
coaaiffilcate# furtefcr site tee Ueteeri&ada Ooveriasmt lasttiat© of lor 
documentation regarding; tM# setter, it appear© teat it would fee well to 
point out test in letter of 30 Jfcsy 1947, *fid****«l lay tee Institute 
directly to tee Centre! Intelligence Agency, (copy of sdicd is enclosed 
for /our read/ reference) tear© is siaply a general Inquiry m to whether 
tee feusdington Cocuaent Center ecmtela® "aaterii.! teite is of intsreat for 
tee. sister/ of tee Jtetterisnds sad tee leteerlted* Seat indie# duri» a tins 
eeeona world ear* sad m te whether, if sued nsterini la stell&i&e, it 
Nouia be passible test it should be essslaed fey repreeentetives of tee 
Institute and fotecopiea an toad&Xf of tee Institute. On tee fe&eis of tele 
general inquiry,' tee Central Intelligence Agency idrnitend advice to te® 
ipecisl Assistant to tee Secretary of State for aneeereh «d latelligenea 
us indicated in attached cop/ of ®#my readies dated 16 June 1947, *41 ck 
transmitted tee original Seteerlsads Institute letter to the Separtaeat- 
for Appropriate action., it teat tine, CIA ate no infarction test tee 
Institute wee especial!/ interested is wteflG 4ocuse&te« Bad. this Agency 
te*u aware of tea specific class of oncn&mti 'teat tee Institute wisshed 
to examine, tee CIA mmtmffam of 16 June would tew© reported to tee State 
jtep&rtee&t tee ease inf emotion ceataised in Paragraph 2 hereof, vis. teat 
approximately- nine tydiwe per cunt ( 95 £) of te3IC documents were destroyed 
fey fa c ial B& » 


LteXi 1. UUHtt 
.Brigadier General, USA 


1 In closure 
Memo Xr fell to State, 
atd 16 Jim 47, w/1 inci. 


hAD/hbd 


CCi QCB -1 
BBB -1 
Cen Rec - 1 
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" -.joelnl f to th# Seoroiafy i» Char** of «*••*> rafc 

'Sap&ctM&t of State 

•: wtherlaada rofttost for $18 Hnt^risl 


i, is feted 30 itey 1M7 addroiiiod to tte OeatraJL 

■f-vJ-fsii ? 3. (isccms® ^Totss 'fe? ' ? rs 1.* do Jousc* Act lay -?t rector os ths Se tJnsr Irjul# 
--■$& „« • <** fellatio of a*y .f»«s»®fctaii©a • w*s*rci» isqjatry fs s»d« a* t« 

•• .-etojit©.* Iv* » of the i«a4iv«£e any amsia® »&'■ eotais feto- 
esr-io* of certain historical s*e Aerial et the- Ootwaott't* £&*• 

. # i- > jit* £jr£^iU & ttoot for SSli tot to corroopoue direct, ts wit-; 

Utttt« 1® thi« #ati*r. f&# letter l« ikorefor® re- 

i>.rr-h fee? owl tli for ^-H^raprii'ivte «eti«a in th® light of iito t nets h«n- is*- 


. 2a fe44lti.oa to lay.?* qt»nifcit«» of osgstoirod j ,;&»&»««? memm is 
v?h£-c.- : . wc*u-fc».l» loferoatioft of Intelligence raise* Ki« .tocuMtkte ^rmea 

,■ tinwt*sj«l» «i dacaoKBit* -which «r* priturtlf of hisicri- 

-a-.- a£}*;*r#tti z-,a«i h®y« rrw-rv- little or »e iailiUtWW t#Io«» vialy » ooa.il 
tortisii of %h* feioiorie-fj tio&mmt* h«r# 6«e» ->rae*®» sd cad «0.t?sioga*4* 
tfe-a -ihs* of thr* feisyt. *t *red im Slii aaroiaoue* facilities* AltfcottRfi 

j-oive . * las itt saesifiais aajr eootftla Itti'soo lice wfeltft wooK %» fit l&teroot 
for t • .;• "i tm yet&oriasfto and tJ*« Beth#rl#a€» %*t ledto^* a. 

! ;-.-tf 04 ®et of coatl^rrsfelo wejfeHnde 'fesrr to "be ami.® rials® in order 

Ss i.oc. - 1 «- tfe* deolrod de«wi»e»t* *usd esmg»ly with tti r«j a **t tfcat thsy 

tu . . v; ,r. *irr.nc^-le far smafteettoa a«4 %«• fofcoee^led. f» to the henry 

v-orflsi-s hlf-f erlorit.i* latolligooeo oat tors* It vcuH. set fee prseti- 

ef I* '-:a ■; a 1 1 i s aoaH » r-re foot. 


ILLEGIB 


hvkify 4*sj.t!Vsat oTTScfer sor 

.'dSloattoa and - i'«f*.a»t3ia'%io» 
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tuua»Yz?w>r tcca 2$ zmwmmn-& m m 

ns smtunB u oes&tAtTiJB) 

St**etl*t Prof. Hr. S. *. P^othawe, a , 4 #«j Fref. «r. 5 , 1 . 3 . K*m*sdi»rf, 
Hjeageni Prof. Hr. f* ^seller* Settsri»» 

&M»t«rd«s, Hay 3©th 1947 


Central iatelltgeaee Sr©«*> 

Office of CbEleetlos s»4 H*a««sittftlia# 
3430 * street, *. V. 

Washington, 3* C* 


Bear Sir, 

tanedlntely after the liberation of Holland & Stele 
Ssetlts&e ef IBeaMeantetlea ms set as* %7 the Bettor lead* Soverasssat. 
Per the poet tee years IMs Institute ha* heesi sagged la collect Inc 
all aorta «f inferential*, printed mi naprintei, ©s the Meter? of the 
£ etherised* during the seeped world wror. 

Saaeatly rdpreeanteUree ef the faetttu'.* hoe* here «t v*m *«©®®e 
by the tMtlsfleft State mi, the Lo&Ji&a farstgs Office to 

tiie 099 mm Ferei#* Office records see stored la Bertie, SSeilarly the 
Ins tits Vs ha* beee gtrea eeeeoe to the 0, «. Perils Smsmmt Ssatre, 

Seth fee Foreign state s*p#rt***»t 3ees*wat Cfcatre mi the 0. s. 

Se ci e s o n t Oentr* prorad to esmtsla cany deoneeate eh! ah »er*ef peranonat 
Interest far our Institute and of efetcte fetseeoies rill he m&m erellehle 
%m ns. to h»re nedertshan act to publish ©r to allow to he pckllshed 
up seterlal acquired la this ray without couseat of tfc* tear I can eat 
British authorities, 

»# here been told that It is possible that the fash iagton 
Seeseeet Centre nay alee ee«t*i» arterial sMdfe 4* of interest for 
the history of the fatherlands rj» 4 the lefberlssd* Past ladles during 
tta seeoRl world ear* 

I would therefore he rary grateful if you eea&d infers «« whether 
•apr such notarial has here roeelred hy the t'eshlafte# t*x*m**% 8mtmi 
If so, whether It i* still to your possession as»4 whether It eemld he 
desirable **3*1 possible that It should he s oanineA hy represent* tt*** 
of our Institute aad fot»co~>i*d on our hehnlf . 

fours meet sltaeroly 

/*/ !*» 1. do «foae 

JlUSULX • Anting Streeter of the £*therl**d# 

ttete fasti tuts of %r Baew*«Btatioa. 
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AD/OCD 

AD/OQ 16 December 1947 


The attached memorandum from Mr. Deal, Chief, 
Division of Foreign Activity Correlation, subject: 
"Japanese Documents", was delivered directly to tnis 
Office by the Department of State. A copy is forwarded 
for your information and file, find the reply to the 
request mill be coordinated with you before being 
forwarded to the Department of State. 


JLB'i.iN L. joIBERT 
Brigadier General, USA 
Assistant Director for Operations 


LAD/hbd 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



WASHINGTON 


December 12, 1947 


In reply refer to 
FC : HHG 


UNCLASSIFIED 


To: Brigadier, General Edwin L. Siebert, 

Central Intelligence Agency. 


From: 



Jack D. Neal, 

Chief, Division of 

B'oreign Activity Correlation. 


Subject: Japanese Documents 


The Department has received from the Netherlands 
Embassy at Washington a note dated November 14, 1947, 
which refers to a request made by the Netherlands 
Government Institute of War-Documentation concerning 
the possibility of examining certain Japanese documents 
now in storage under the supervision of the Washington 
Documents Center, and then states: 

" On August 11th 1947 the Netherlands Govern- 
ment Institute of War-Documentation was informed 
under instruction from the Department of State by 
the American Consulate General at Amsterdam that 
it had not been possible to provide the funds or 
personnel which would be required to sort out and 
catalogue those documents for their historical 
interest or value; they largely remain in ware- 
houses pending a decision as to their ultimate 
disposition. 

'’The Netherlands authorities fully understand 
the difficulties presented by the request of the 
Netherlands Government Institute of War-Documenta- 
tion. They have, however, been informed that 
large quantities of documents of historical value, 
collected In the Netherlands East Indies, have been 
dispatched to the Washington Document Center, most 
of them via the former H.Q. SEATIC at Singapore. 
Lists of some of those documents compiled by the 

Netherlands 
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Netherlands authorities at Batavia, show that they 
contain important information on the history of the 
Netherlands East Indies, both before and during the 
second world war, 

"The Netherlands Government would be grateful 
if in the near future the necessary searches could 
be made in order to determine whether this and 
perhaps other allied material has, in fact, been 
received at the Washington Document Center, It 
might be helpful if the searches could be under- 
taken or assisted by a member of the staff of the 
Netherlands Government Institute of War-Documenta- 
tion which by your much appreciated decision of 
February 17th 1947 was already been given access 
to archives in Berlin, now in the custody of the 
Department of State - a permission which, it is 
understood, has been extended to cover the archives 
In custody of the United States military authori- 
ties in Germany. 

"Mr. van Kief fens would like to point out that 
at this stage hi3 request does not refer to the 
possibility of examining documents related to the 
history of the Netherlands East Indies during the 
second world war. He believes that a decision as 
to the examination or ultimate disposition of these 
documents cannot usefully be taken before it is 
known whether or not they are, in fact, present in 
the Washington Document Center. 

"The scientific work of the Netherlands Govern- 
ment Institute of War Documentation with regard to 
Germany has been greatly assisted by the access it 
has been given to the archives in Berlin and else- 
where in Germany, The Netherlands Government would 
therefore be grateful if Its request pertaining to 
the Washington Document Center would be given early 
and favourable consideration." 

The Department would appreciate receiving the com- 
ments of the Central Intelligence Agency on the above 
matter In order that an appropriate reply may be made 
to the Netherlands Embassy. 
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UNILASSIFIED RESTRICTED CONFIDENTIAL % SECRET 
pproved ^orffetehse ( 039-4 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 



1 IapPROVAL I ■ J INFORMATION IZIZ] SI GNATURE 

I J . IACTION I I DIRECT REPLY CUD RETURN 


I ICOMMENT I * PREPARATION OF REPLY E- — D DISPATCH 

1 [CONCURRENCE I I RECOMMENDATION I I FILF 

REMARKS: liaison with the Army on the dispositLoi 

or these documents is, I believe, within yoir .tiria - 
diction because almost all of the requested do&js&nbs 
have been transferred to Archives or the library of 
Congress « FDB has six of the requested documents, 
which after processing will be turned over to the 
Archives or Library of Congress unless requested by 
the A vw* 

Tew may wish to consult General Counsel before 

-OOgff 1 039-4 
















OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 
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INITIALS 

DATE 

1 

Shlef, FOB 



2 




3 
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INITIALS 

DATE 

1 

Lest, Dir, for Operations 

Ol 

Q7h$- 

S Jul 49 

2 


—/ 


3 




1 lAPPROVAL 1 1 INFORMATION L I SIGNATURE 

L3Dt— IACTION 1 1 DIRECT REPLY 1 | bftiibn 

— Comment 1 1 preparation of reply 1 J dispatch 

L -JCONCURRENCE 1 1 RECOMMENDATION 1 | F|| p 

REMARKS* KLease submit your comments as to the 
present whereabouts of these document# j the 

Joint (allied) owners} dp, if any; and any legal 
eapecte (directives of State, JCS, SAKACC, etc.) 
which might affect the return of these document;; 
t © the <%8* 

G.G.C. 

WHfd i 1 AI04/07KES T Ol ATRIDP8 1 d9MD*R0OO0QJD( T 
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